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CHAR  I. 

.  How^the  Piercies  got  tlaeir  name  ; 
to  be  Earls  of  N ortKlimberland, 
A.nd  of  the  yow  which  the  Earl,  in 
the  Reign  of  Henry  XL  made  to 
Ejant  oil  Ghevy-Ciiace* 

^BE  noble  family  of  the  Piercies 
Jl    Earls  of  Northuaaberlandj  has 
'ays  been  highly  efteemed  amongft 
Englifh  Nobility,  1  might  give  a 
uiir  account  of  that  noble  Earl  who 
i  chiet  part  of  the  fubjed  of  the 


fallowing  flcry»  but  let  this  fuffic 
that  he  was  grapdfon  to  a  vaJia 
knight  who  kiiled  a  king  of  ScotIar| 
at  the  fiege  of  Roxburgh  Caftle,  * 
lunniDg  a  fpear  into  his  eye. 
•which  ft r vice  his  name  was  change 
to  Piercy  or  Pkrcc-eye. 

lu 
lii 


The  Earl  his  grandfon,  taking  k 
progrefe  attended  by  1300  ftout  arc 
crs,  paffing  on  to  the  nmarches 
Scotland,  he  was  informed  that 
the  Foreft  beyond  the  Tweed  call 
Gheyy-Chace,    belonging  to 
Doxigl?ts,  there  was  fuch  fine  venif 
as  was  not  eqvialied  in  the  kingdo 
and  provifions  bein^g  fcarce  on  \ 
Englifli  fide,  the  archers  delir^ed  lea 
to  go  out  in  parties^  and  b^ing 
way  aii  imLich  as  they  coiiild  und 
coyered  ;  but  he  told  them,  if  th 
courage  wa$  but  fufficient  to  ventiljrr 
for  it  fairly,  he  would  go  with  tht  I 
aDd  it  fhould  be  brought  off  wf^ 
honour,  as  a  l?iwt\il  prize  taken 

enemy's  country.    To  thh  >jjj!^^j 
tion  of  the  Earls's  they  all  ga^^ 
fcat^  and  he  made  a  v©w  t^  ' 


( 

fupi 


iree  days  he  would  take  hh  plea- 
ire  in  hunting  on  Chevy- Ghacc; 
len  he  fent  for  dogs  and  toils,  and 
J  iriy  on  a  rnidfunamer  morning  they 
I  li  crofTed  the  Tweed.    When  they 
'  rrived  at  the  place,  the  dogs  were 
lit  in  to  roule  th^  harts  i  but  the 
untfmen's  fhouts  and  the  found  of 
aeir  horns  caufed  the  villagers  to 
tiink  it  was  the  voice  of  war  on  fomc 
adden  invalion,  fo  that  fcveral  hid 
hemfelves,  and  many  fled  to  alarm 
he  countryu 


Of  their  killing  many  deers ;  and 
receiving  a  meflage  from  Douglas  at 
upper- time,  commandiiig  thcra  to 
Jepart. 

nr^HE  harts  and  roes,  tho'  Iwifc  as 


X  wind,  could  not  putftrip 

the  Engiilh  arrows,  the  archers  lay- 
ing hundreds  of  them  dead,  rill  they 
had  got  fuch  ftore  of  vcnifon  that 
ihey  doubted  how  to  carry  it  oSr^ 
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yet  Laving  refrefhed  themfelveg,  tKe^ji 
found  the  quantity  much  lelTened. 

While  the  Earl  was  at  fupper  at  a 
table  made  upon  the  grafs,  and  feat- 
cd  upon  turf^%  when  he  was  about  to 
give  orc^ers  to  his  hnntfmea  to  pur? 
fue  the  fame  fport  the  next  morning', 
a  mcffenger  appeared  in  a  Icarlet 
livery.  On  which  the  Earl  deman- 
ded from  what  place  he  came,  and 
what  his  bulinefs  was  ?  To  which; 
qucftioBS  he  moft  haughtily  replied  ; 

Sir,  whatever  you  are,  my  mafler^ 
the  noble  Earl  Douglas,  chief  nnger 
to  the  king  of  Scotland,  to  whom  allj 
thefe  chaces  belong,  hearing  yot! 
have  prelumed  to  enter  themj  by  me 
tells  you,  that  if  you  do  not  ?M  fad^ 
cleiily  depart,  your  lives  ihall  pay 
for  the  injuries  you  have  done,  be* 
fore  to-morrow  nooiu 

This  being  faid,  he  was  about  to 
depart ;  but  Earl  Piercy  taking  hiin| 
by  the  fleevct  faid,  It  is  but  righ? 
that  you  fhculd  curry  b^ck  an  a^- 

■J 


fwer  to  your  great  lord — Tell  him 
that  my  name  is  Pierc)%  a  name  at 
whkh  all  Scotland  has  trembled  ; 
and  that  I  purpofe  to  take  my  plea- 
fare  in  thefe  woods  and  chaces  f^r 
two  days  ioager  ;  and  it  he  is  valiant 
let  him  interrupt  my  fport  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life. 

Upon  this  the  melTeager  departed 
to  go  to  the  Scotch  Earl,  and  relate 
what  was  given  him  in  char^ge  by 
the  Earl  Piercy — At  wjiich  the  Scotf- 
man  ftormed  and  fretted^  and  waik* 
ed  up  and  down  in  great  iury* 

He  enquired  the  number  of  the 
Engli£h,  but  the  mtfFenger  could 
not  give  him  a  certain  account,  he 
only  guefled  there  might  be  about 
ten  or  twelve  hundred  men.  Where- 
upon he  ordered  his  men,  and  hi^ 
armour,  which  was  guilded  with 
gold,  to  be  got  ready  agaiiifl:  mor- 
ning, alfo  all  kis  frieads  and  lervaats 
together  with  as  maliy  made  up 
full  two  Llioufand  men* 
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CHAP  III. 

Of  Earl  Plercy's  fecond  day's  fport 
and  his  conduct  of  hearing  of  Doug- 
las' approach^ 

npHE  Earl  of  Northumberland  re- 
lying  on  his  men's  courage,  who 
were  the  bed  archers  in  England, 
was  fo  far  from  being  daunted  that 
he  ordered  the  tables  to  be  fpread  a- 
gain,  and  great  ftorc  of  wme  was 
drank  to  the  profpexity  of  their  fport. 

The  lun  had  no  fooner  gilded  the 
horizon,  than  the  fport  was  renews 
ed,  and  the  woods  refounded  with 
the  pleafing  noife.  That  morning 
they  killed  the  moft  (lately  hart  evcj 
leen.  Then  the  Earl  turning  to  one 
of  his  knights,  laid,  The  time  draw)( 
near  when,  if  Earl  Douglas  keeps  hii 
word,  w^e  fhall  have  another  kind  of 
fport,  therefore  let  us  carefully  kce| 
our  men  together,  ^cr  man  to  man 
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fear  not  any  natun  under  hea\rea  ; 
at  if  I  thought  he  would  not  C3rae 
"^c  would  remov^i  to  tMC  nex:  foicft^ 
)r  Laici:ier  I  perceive  the:  deer  have 

Ke  I;ad  no  fooner  uttered  thefe 
'or  is,  ckari  Wicheriugtou  came  up 
)  him  and  laid,  My  Lord,  caufc  the 
logs  to  be  called  cff,  and  multer  up 
our  forces,  for  on  the  top  of  yonder 
ill,  I  fee  Dougks  coming  towards 
ou  with  upwards  of  twenty  hund- 
?d  fpe  irmea.  I  thank  thee,  replied 
I'e  Earl,  and  doubt  not  thy  courage* 
nen  Witheriagton^  bowing,  faidv 
do  not  doubt  fo  to  behave  myfelf 
lis  day,  as  with  the  reft  of  your 
>en^  to  be  remembered  in  the  moft: 
iftant  ages. 

Immediacely  the  horns  founded  a 
eireat.  the  dogs  were  called  off,  and 
he  afchers  muilered  about  their  lea- 
ler^  who  raifed  up  thdr  courage 
mh  the  following  oration, 

My  renowaed  countrymen,  it  was 
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your  confent  that  we  pafTed  over  the 
Tweed  for  recreation,  which  is  foon 
likely  to  be  disturbed — Earl  Douglaa 
iias  fent  me  a  challenge  ;  he  is  going 
to  give  us  battle^  or  naake  us  fly  ov€i 
the  Tweed*  "Remember  that  you  ar^ 
Engliihmen,  and  that  Piercy  is  ail 
your  head.  Be  courageous  ;  and  foi 
the  honour  of  our  kingj  and  country 
gain  fuch  lafiing  fame,  as  fhall  not 
die  but  with  time; 

Having  faid  thus  much*  they  al] 
filouted,  and  immediately  fell  into 
order,  lome  prvmning  their  arrows, 
and  others  new  firingii)g  their  bows^ 
which  were  madt  of  trufty  fleel. 


C  H  A  P.    IV.  j 

Of  the  meeting  of  the  two  Earls  1 
their  propofal  to  decide  the  quarrq 
in  fingl^^  combat,  with  Wither ingi 
ton^s  objection,  | 
'T^  BE  EngUdi  archers  were  fcarce 
ly  in  readinels  when  Earl  Dou 


glas  appeared  on  the  top  of  the  hill^ 
mounted  on  a  milk  white  ftecd,  and 
his  men  ranged  in  order  behind  him* 
Earl  Piercy  taking  a  ftafF 'm  his  hand 
and  a  fword  by  his  fide,  caufed  his 
men  to  move  forward  and  to  meec 
Earl  Douglas,  who  being  come  with-- 
in  forty  paees^  demanded  whofe  mea 
they  were  that  durft  prefume  to  hunt 
in  his  foreft^  and  to  kiil  his  deer  j 
whoever  they  were  they  muit  expedt 
to  be  feverely  punifhed  ;  and  com* 
tnandedthem  to  yield  if  they  cxpec-* 
ted  mercy~-The  EnglifU  Earl  replied 
It  matters  not  j^hofe  men  we  are ; 
but  what  we  have  done  we  will  juf- 
tify,  and  what  deer  we  have  killed 
we  will  carry  away,  or  die  vtpon  the 
fpot. 

This  fpoken  with  Inch  courage 
made  Doujti:las  bolder  likewife ;  faid 
he/  i  linow  thee  Piercy,  thou  art  an 
Earl  as  well  as  1 ;  therefore,  if  thou 
art  as  brave  as  fame  reports  thee,  let 
thou  and  i  d^ecide  it, 

Ihis  offer  pleafed  Piercy,  wha 
dfawipg  his  fwerd,  bade  dehance  to 
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the  challenger,  and  they  were  going 
to  tnpagr^  wheii  Wirhcrington  thus 
addrcfled  himfelf  to  Piercy  r  My  lord 
heciven  forbid  that  1  and  the  nH  of 
your  fervaiits  fhould  fland  idle  while 
you  are  engaged;  permit  therefore 
my  good  lord,  that  we  all  partake  ia 
this  day *s  glory. 

Hereupon  the  engllfh  fhouted^  and 
the  engagement  became  general. 


CHAP.    V.  . 

Of  the  long  continuance  of  the  bat- 
tle, and  the  death  of  both  Earls, 

npllE  englifh  archers  in  the  left  di- 
vifion  immediately  lent  a  flight 
cf  arrows,  which  laid  fixty  of  the 
fccotch  dead  ;  and  the  right  diviflon 
Ic  ning  fly  on  the  flank  of  their  bata- 
ta o^jganled  them  mofl  miferably, 
lir'-  Doughs  freeing  his  men  difcour- 
£gcu  cr  ered  them  to  advance,  and 
^;ca;e  to  a  tiole  flght  whereby  he  in-| 


I  Mided  to  make  the  eoglifli  bows  iife- 
But  he  was  raiftaken^  f  when- 

vcr  the  front  opened?  the  archeFsa 
f  Ued  the  Scots  with  their  arrows, 
e  ^hile  the  others  kept  them  ia  pky 
e  rith  their  fwords  infomuch  that  the 
1  round  was  covered  with  their  dead 

odies. 

And  Earl  Piercy  accompanied  by 
htn  knights,  broke  in  among  them 
71  th  fach  fury,  that  he  laid  heapsf  of 
hem  dead  before  him,  fo  that  Earl 
)cuglasj  who  was  figktii^g  v.fiantly 
n  the  other  fide,  was  cbliged  to  ca  ^bc 
nd  rally  bis  brokea  forces.  The 
wo  Barlg  met  like  enraged  Hons, 
©  armour  was  proof  againft  their 
eell  teiiipered  IWords,  But  at  length 
^iercy  Vegan  to  grow  faint,  when 
)ouglas  thus  addicffed  hinv:  Noble 
^ord^  you  fee  your  bJood  begins  to 
bw  fail,  and  death  >ou  cannot  cf- 
ape  if  you  contend  with  me  any 
linger :  I  therefore  would  have  you 
'icld  yonrfcif  my  pnloner  ;  youfhall 
3ie  nobly  ufed  ;  and  Til  preferve  you 
o  ferve  my  king. —  fo  this  Piercy 
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replied,  As  for  my  life  take  you  ti 
care,  but  I  ihall  never  yield  to 
Scot. 

Whilfl  they  paufed  a  little,  an  af 
row  horn  the  ranks  of  the  Eaglilh  ar 
chcrs  piereed  Douglas,  to  the  heart 
whofe  laft  words  were  thefe  :  Figh 
on  my  roerry  men,  for  I  am  Ilain  & 
Piercy  fees  mc  fall. 

Earl  Piercy  mourned  Earl  Douglas 
death,  as  one  glorious    hero  evej 

moiari'p  another^  But  while  he  flco< 
near  the  hocij^  Sir  Hugh  Mcntgorrf 
ery^  a  valiant  Scotch  knight,  pierce^ 
liim  to  the  heart*  Witheringtoii  pei| 
ceiv.ng  this,  vowed  revenge,  and  kill 
lea  Mootgomery  with  a  broad-fwor^ 
But  hiaiielt  did  not  long  lurvivq- 
ior  a  Scot  with  au  arrow  put  an  ^r^ 
to  bib  liie.  J 


An  excellent  old  Ballad  defcrlbmg 
he  wotixii  hunting  on  Chevy- Ghace  ; 
.nd  the  bloody  fight  belvveeu  the 
jarlsj  Piercy  and  Douglas. 

^  OD  profper  long  cur  ncble  king, 
JT  Our  m^€8  and  iafeties  ali, 
L  wofui  huaiiirg  once  there  did 
In  Chevy-Caace  btfai. 

"o  drive  the  deer  with  hoiird  and  horiij 

Eail  Piercy  took  h  6  waj, 
'be  cldld  may  rue  that  is  unboFn, 

The  hunting  ot  that  day. 

he  flout  Earl  'S  Northumberland^ 
A  YQw  to  God  did  make. 


If) 

Three  luir  mcr  days  to  take  ; 

The  chiefeft '^r.rre  in  Chety-Chncei 

To  ki-1  znd  bear  away  ; 
The  t!  inp^s  to  Earl  Dougbs  came, 

In  icotla:  d  where  Lit, 

Who  t'ei^t  Earl  l^'i^.rcy  prcfent  word, 
t  ie  woi  !d  prev^at  h'u  fport  : 

Did  to  tht  wocHg  reiort, 

T^/nb  fi'"teen  luindrcd  bowmen  bold, 

x4]l  chofen  men  of  might, 
Who  knew  full  well  io  time  cf  needy 

To  aim  VhUt  fhcihb  aright. 

The  ^refhriiind?  ihey  full  f\vift= j  rarr, 

to  CP  ce  U>e  faiiow  ci^er  ; 
Oi*  Monday  they  began  co  huat, 

U'hcn  di  j  light  did  appear. 

And  long  b  - fore  high  neon  they  had^ 

4  hundred  fut  bucks  flan- 
TI,;  /  hn^'ng  d'n'd.  tVe  rrvas  went> 
To  rouie  ihem  up  again. 

Tii  br)^mrn  oni^ler'i  on  the  hill^ 

W  ci  1  <ib  le  r o  c n  d  u  r.'^, 
Thtir  baciujdcb  all  v.  ith  fp^cial  c:-te, 

I'hat  day 


The  lumnds  ran  f^Aiftly  through  the  woodfr,- 

Tilt  iiinibie  cicer  to  take^ 
And  with  r]  tir  cnes,  the  biihi  iwjd  dak&, 

'du  (^cho  ranii  cid  make* 


cri  Vkrcj  to  the  quarry  wcntt 
To  view  the  tender  deer, 
uoth  he  Earl  Douglas  promifed 
This  day  to  meet  me  here  ^ 

'that  I  thought  he  would  not  come| 

No  longer  would  I  ftay. 

hen  ftcpt  a  brave  younjj  gentleman^ 

And  to  the  £9^1  did  ia)  ; 

0 !  yonder  doth  Earl  Douglas  come^ 

Hia  men  of  armo^ir  bright ; 
all  twenty  hundred  Pcottifh  fpears, 

All  marching  in  our  fighti 

Jl  men  of  pleafapt  'Tiviotdale, 

Faft  by  the  river  Tweedy 
htn  ceafc  your  fport,  Earl  Piercy  faid> 

And  take  your  bows  with  fpeed  : 

nd  now  with  me,  my  country  moij 
Your  courage  forth  advancey 
or  never  was  there  cbampi  ju  yetj 
In  Scotland  or  in  r  r^nce, 

hat  ever  did  on  hg^'f^back  comcj 

Bu^  '.fmy  hap  it  wt^re, 
duril  eaccuaicr  man  for  man. 

With  h;m  to  break  a  fpear. 

arl  Douglas  on  a  milk  white  Seed, 

Much  like  a  barcn  bold, 
ode  forcmof^  ot  his  company, 

Whofe  armour  ^Iioue  lia:e  gold  i 

'lew  me,  faid  he,  whofe  men  you  be^ 
Th;  t.  huat  to  boldly  htrc, 
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Arid  wttlimrt  my  confent,  do  chace 
Ard  kill  my  fallor  deer? 

The  firft  that  did  an  anfwcr  make, 

V7 as  noble  Piercy*  he 
Did  fay,  we  lif^  not  to  declare. 

Or  fhew  whofe  men  we  be. 

Yet  we  will  fpend  our  df  areft  bloof'^ 

The  chic  fell  harts  to  flay. 
Then  Douglaj  fwore  a  folema  oath, 

And  in  a  lagc  did  fay  ; 

Before  I  will  eut-braved  be. 

Or  e  of  us  two  lhall  die  ; 
I  know  ihct  well,  an  Earl  th6ta  art, 

Lord  Piercy,  fo  am  1  j 

But  truft  me  Piercy,  I  think  it  were 

A  great  offence  to  k?ll 
Any  of  thcfc  our  barrtiUfa  men, 

For  they  have  done  no  ill  $ 

jtet  thou  and  I  the  battk  tr}", 

and  fet  our  men  afide. 
Accurft  be  he.  Lord  Piercy  faid. 

By  whom  this  is  deny'd. 

Then  ftcpt  a  gallant  fquire  forth, 

Withtrington  by  name^ 
Who  faic^,  i  would  not  have  it  toM 

To  Henry  our  Kiag.  for  fhame, 

That  e^^r  my  captain  fought  on  foot, 

A      I  llood  looking  on  ; 
¥o,u  are  two  Earls,  faid  Withcringtou, 

Aud  i  a  Apiire  al^^nc  } 


n  do  the  bell  that  do  I  may. 
While  I  have  power  to  ftanc3| 
^UU  I  have  ftrergih  to  wit;Id  my  f\r<jrcf, 
i'll  fight  with  l^lfirt  and  hand* 

ir  Englifli  archcrd  bent  their  bowf, 
V  cir  hearts  were  good  and  trje  5 
t.  the  firft  flight  oFanowa  Tent, 
Fuit  thi^eicore  Scots  t3ey  fle\yj 

)  drive  the  deer  with  hound  and  horn, 
Earl  Douglas  had  been  bent, 
le  captains,  mGv^d  with  muekie  prides 
Their  fpears  to  ihiver  Tent. 

icy  closM  fuUfaft  on  eVcry  fide. 
No  flackners  there  was  found, 
hilft  many  a  gallant  gentknian 
Lay  gafping  on  the  ground. 

I,  Chrift  !  it  wa?^  a  grief  to  fee, 
ind  like  wife  for  to  hear, 
,e  groans  oi  men  lyi^^g  in  their  gor^g 
ind  fcatter'd  here  and  there. 

lafl  tliefe  two  bold  Earls  did  meet, 
Li^e  captains  of  great  might, 
ce  lions  mov'd  they  laid  en  blqwo, 
find  Dradc  a  bicody  fight, 

ey  fought  until  they  both  did  fweat^ 
/Vith  i  vi'ords  of  temper 'd  Iteei, 
tii  the  hi  cod  like  drop  -  of  rsi  n> 
They  tick 'lag  down  cvi  feel ; 

Id  the?,  Favl  Pi  rcy.  Douglas  f^iid^ 
n  r«?-ith  j.  will  th<^e  bring, 


•0 

Whetc  tKou  O-iak  high  adrancrf 
By  Jamefi  our  Scottifti  kingt 


Thy  rei^foTT  I  will  fr^elv  give, 

find  tl  uti  report  f  fthcc, 
Tho!^  arc  tkc  Jiioft  e^^umgcouf;  ko^jht^ 

That  e^^cr  I  di^'  fee* 

the  F  arl  Do>igla?i  Pkrcy  faii| 
Thy  profF<rs  I  do  fcorn, 
I  V  ill  not  yieid  to  a^^y  8cott 
That  tvej*  yet  was  born^ 

With  that  there  ca^^r  an  arrow  kceni 

Om  of  aa  EnfiHihi  bow. 
Which  ftruc't^  Farl  Doyg'ns  to  the  h^jj 
A  deep  itiid  draciy  b4o^^^ 

Who  vcviv  fooVe  more  vs^fda  than  th< 
^^.•ht  oii  niy  n^rrrv  tntn  aU> 

for  now  my  lite  is  'at  an  end| 
i^ard  i  icrcy  Iccg  mt  iail. 


